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[ 0: 00] Good morning, brothers and sisters. My name is David. I'm one of the staff here at
Watermark, and I'm responsible for the Mandarin ministry.

And Karen is my co-worker here. So I'm thankful for her so that you can understand what I'm saying
here today.

Today is the last message in our series on Deuteronomy. When we think back over Deuteronomy,
we see that God has made a covenant with the people of Israel.

He's given them His sacred law. It speaks of God's holiness, righteousness, love and compassion.
Not only did He give them this law, and He told them how they ought to love one another. How they
should care for the widows and orphans and foreigners among them.

[ 1: 25] And He even told them how they ought to celebrate and party. You know, we can always
review and go back and listen to the previous sermons in this series.

Today, we see that the people of Israel, they need to turn back to God.

This is a weird feeling. Because where are they now? And we think this is so strange, because what
is the situation that they are in? Because they are in the situation that they are in.

They are in the place of the Lord. They immediately enter the place of the Lord. Actually, they are
just outside of the promised land. They are about to enter into the promised land. But in the Bible,
they are in the promised land.

And why is this passage talking about turning back? This is like a couple of married married to a
couple of married married.

[ 2: 25] They say, It's as though you are telling people who are about to get married.

In the future, when you are about to get divorced, this is how you repair the relationship. Because
here, Moses is saying to the people who are about to enter in the promised land, After you go into
exile, this is what you should do.

In the future, it reminds us how, in God's perspective, A day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like a day.

| like a movie. There is a movie that | like. There is a type of movie that | like.

For example, Back to the Future. Like The Wife of the Time Traveler. Recently, there is a movie
that | like.

[ 3: 36] Some amazing professor. Dr. Strange. Sorry, Dr. Strange. So, in Dr. Strange, there is a
treasure.

He can see the past and future. It enables him to see the past and the future.

If you have this treasure, | see the wall on the table. If you look at the wall, it's a wall. You know, if
you were to look into it, at my future, you would see I'm Apollo Bones.

If you look at it from this angle, then I'm a baby. Now, we see the following. It says, it's a few
hundred years. And we feel a little bit like this when we're looking at this passage today.

You just look at it a little bit, and it's as though we fast-forwarded hundreds of years. Hundreds of
years after Israel entered the promised land, they betrayed God, and God allowed them to go into
exile.

[ 4: 53] But God gave them an amazing promise. And as | thought about this promise, | thought it
was, it's really an amazing promise.

Because in human relationships, it is very rare to find this kind of a promise. Like, for example, if
you have a dating couple, or even good friends, the relationship among good friends, if one party
offends and does a lot of things against the other party, what typically happens is the other party
gets really mad and doesn't want to have anything to do with the first offending party.
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In most situations, when one party offends the other party, even if the first party wants to come back
and be reconciled, the offended party may or may not be willing to continue the relationship.

But the God that we see in this passage of Scripture, He's very different. When the Israelites went
to the other party, after they were beaten, the other party, the other party would still tell them to go
back.

Even though Israel has offended God, has gone and worshipped idols, has betrayed God, but God
says to them, turn back to me. This is the context.

[ 6: 42] This is what precedes our passage of Scripture today. We need to turn back, return to the
Lord. Leave the path to death and return to the path of life.

And return to our God. Let's look at our passage today.

Inverse 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, it repeats and repeats the concept of turning back, restoring, turning again.
In the original language, this is the same word repeated again and again. In both the Chinese and
English translations, different words are used in these six verses, but the original text, it was the
same word.

In verse 1, in the ESV translates it, call them to mind. In verse 2, it says return.

[ 8: 03] Inverse 3, it uses the word restore and He'll gather you again. The 8th is in verse 8, in
English, it uses the word again.

The 9th is in verse 9, it uses the word again. In verse 9, but in the original language, the term is this
idea of turning, returning.

God's promise is, after the people of Israel have been exiled, that if the people of Israel turn back to
God, God will turn back to them.

In verse 3, it says, then the Lord your God will turn back. He'll restore your fortunes.

m EEEEEEn mEmmmmmmmEE. This God, this holy God, it is amazing that He would turn back to
the people of Israel.

[ 9: 19] It's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If
it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's
amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. It's amazing. If it's amazing. Again, we think about the
illustration of marriage. If one party offends the other party.

If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's amazing. If it's
amazing. Now let's say the party that the offending party. Let's say that he or she turned back.
Next 10 years. You have to clean. If it's amazing. You have to clean. | think that person will have to
do the dishes in the house for the next 10 years. And we can't buy a dishwasher.

But God here says if you turn back | will turn back. Now the theme in the New Testament one
theme in the New Testament is a theme of repentance.

Our Lord Jesus He starts out His ministry and He says repent for the kingdom of God is near.

[ 10: 35] God tells us here that we can always repent we can always turn back and He is here
waiting for us to turn back to Him. Now what are we turning from and what are we turning to?

We need to turn from idols and we need to turn to God's word. In verse 8 it says and you shall again
obey the voice of the Lord and keep all His commandments.

esEEEmmmmmmmmEE |nverse 9in verse 10 it says when you turn to the Lord with all your heart
and with all your soul and you obey the voice of the Lord your God ammeessmmmmm and you
need to keep His commandments and His statutes.

ssmmmmmmmmnnnm We are turning away fromidols assemsssesssmmmmm® But maybe in
our society today we don't talk a lot about idols How do we understand idols?

mmm Or we might have a very simplified understanding of the concept of idolS EEEEEEE®
mmmmmmmmEE |sitthose wooden and metal statues in the temples?

[12: 08] mmmmmmm Those are just external idolS EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE But many
many idols are internal They're inour hearts EmEEEEEEEE ['SOUrSNEEEEEEN

mmmmmmmm Afamous preacher said that Our hearts are idol factories EEEmm®

snmmmmmmmn We produce all sorts of differentido/S EmEEE SN EEEEEEEE EENEEEN
mmmmmnnm mmmmE You know there are actually tools available that help you to identify What's
your idol?

= mmunnnnnn Different types of people manufacture different idolS ammmmmmmm [t's not that
all of us love money smmm mmmmmm mmmmm Or even for those of us who love money We may
love money for different reasons Em s EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE For some people They want
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money Because then they can live comfortably smm s s mmmmmm And comfort can become an
idO/mmEN ENENN ENEN ENENEEN EEEEEEEEEE Some people They want money Because
they want the acclaimof man EEEE EEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE Some people want
money Because money means power EEEE ENEEE NN EEEE Because they can control others
EEEEESEN EEEEE EEEEE EEEEE N EEEEERE

When | used this tool | was wondering Oh, | wonder what kind of idols | tend to manufacture
mmmnnnnn smmnm mm And | had my wife take a look for me too What are my idols ammmmm
mmmEm mmEEEEE Because when | was looking through this | was like Wow, all of these are idols
inmyheart EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE But my wife She knows me so well She's
like Comfort is clearly your ido/ s EEEE EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN
smmmmmmmmmn You know, brothers and sisters We can take some time examine our hearts And
think about What are idols mmmm mmm What desires What things tend to draw us away from God
EEEEEEEEN EEEN

We need to turn from these idols And turnto God smssmmmms smmmmE So we've talked about
Whatwe needtoturnfrommmmmm mmmmmmm Now let's talk a little bit About what we're turning
tomsmsmnn sumnmmmnnn \We see here God says Turntomy word Essmm smm smm
mmmm mmmm And here God says that His word It is not far fromus ammmmm smmmmm The word
is very near you It is in your mouth and in your heart smmmm mmmmmmnn |t's difficult for me to
understand this actually mmmm \Why?

EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE Because when | want to try to understand God's word EeEeemEmmm |
feel like I needto putinalotof effort mmEm mmm emmEEm emEEEEEEEE | need to spend a lot
of time and study and try to understand What is God really trying to say in this passage
EEEEEEEE Emmmnnnn Butthe people of Israel They were so blessed amun snmm
sssmnnnnn nmnmnnnnnn When they stood there and when they heard these words It was
in their own language EEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEE snnEE When I'm studying the
scripture Oh it had to have been translated into Chinese translated into Englishassseeeennn
mmmmmnn This word It was in their language

[ 16: 53] And it was in their mouth And it was in their heart smmm = mmmm But what does it mean
That this word was in their heart? s EEES EEEEEEN EESEEEESEN SEEEN EEEEN ENN
mmmmmmnnm God told them to keep on meditating on To keep on thinking on And repeating these
words Until these words were in their hearts seeeesssssssmm s And until God's word
became part of their iveS EEEEEEE EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEEN
smmnnnmmmmmn And even when we go to Israel today We find, for example Many many Jewish
people At the wailing wall And they're repeating repeating, repeating, repeating God's words
snsmmmmmmmnn Until God's words are in theirhearts aamES EEEEE EEEEEEEN NEN
EEEEEEEEER

Now all of us We spend different amounts of time And use different methods To read God's word
EEN EEEEENEEEN SEENEEEEEE EEEEEN EEEEE EEEEEEEE Butaswe spend time in
God's word God's word enters into our lives Emm30N6EEE EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE [N verse 6
it says that We are to love the Lord your God With all your heart And with all your soul
mmmmmmnnnnnn Butthen how do we actually love God?

semmmnmmnnn OurlordJesushe said amm smmmnm smmmnEn [f you obey my
commandments You love me smmmn snnnnnn snmnnnn What can we do If we want to love
God?

We can love His commandments amsm smmmmmmmnn |t's very difficult to understand
EEEEEEE EEEE EEEE mmEE | mean when a human being is standing next to you Maybe it's
easier to understand how to love them smmmmm mmmmm Or maybe it's also very difficult
EEEEENEE EEEEE smsmmEm How do you love a God Who you can't see aumEm semEnm
mmmmmmm God says if you love His word And you obey His commandments You're loving Him
EEEEEEEE EEEEEN EEEEEE mmEmsEmmEmE Recently | learned A new way of spelling the
word love s EmmEEE smmEEEEE Because | now have two little ones mmm
eesmmmmmmmnEE And | want to learn

How to better love my children s NS EEE S EEEEEEEEEENEE ENN EEEEEEEEE Andso |
attended a parenting seminar ammmmmm smmmmmm And this This grandfather there said mm
memmmmmmmnnn Thisis how you spell the word love smmmmmmmmmm We can spell it
together ammmmmm mmmmm T-|-M-E | spell love T-I-M-E mmmmm What does this mean?
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[20:45] snmmnnnn smmnnnnnnnnnm Whatever you love You're going to spend time on
mmsnnnn snmmmmmnnn [fyou love hiking You're going to spend time hiking asmmm
smmmnnnnnn [fyou love playing basketball You're going to spend time playing basketball
EEEEEEEEEEEE snmmmmmmnmnnnn [f you love your boyfriend or girlfriend You're going to
spend a lot of time withthem eeEEEEEEEEn seeeeeennnnEEE Also if you love your
spouse You're going to spend time with them EEEE EEEEE EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEER
And so for me | realized If | want to love my children | need to spend time with them
EEEEEEEEEN E EENEEEEEEEE snEEmmmmmmEEn And for me | realized That if | use
this standard | don't love my kids that much e mmmms seeEEmEn

Solneedtoturntothem emmmmmmmmmm | need to spend time onthem EEEEE N EEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEn snmmnnnnmmmEm And so we kind of have to ask ourselves If we are turning to
God If we're turning to His word Are we spending time in God's word?
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE? Are we putting His word into our hearts? ameeeeeemE N
mmmmmEE? Are we putting His word on our lips?

In our mouths? mmmmmmm? And speaking God's word to one another ammmmmm? And even
teaching one another IR EEEEEEE EEEEEEER?

And this is the way that God tellsus ammmmmmmmE Since God has so loved us
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEmEEEEEEEE He's given us the Bible Which has all the words
that we need for life and godliness ammmsmmmnm mmmmm These words tell us how we can love
him And how we can love one another EEEEEEEN EEEEEEN ENEEN EEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEE EmmmmmEEEE SO this is something A promise God offers to the Israelites After they
have left the promised land They have been taken off into exile And God says This is how you are
toturnback e EEEEEEEEE

[ 23: 37] And God is waiting for them to turn back s Em sEEmEEE um19m
EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEE EE Herewe seeincontrastam Em BN EE
HEE EE BN EEEEEEEEEN BN ENE RN EE RN EE NN EE NN ENE EEEEE EEEE
sesmmmmmmmmnn |nourlives We see so many different paths smmm smmm smmmmm But
actually It all boils down to two paths mmm mmmmmm One is a path toward death esm Emmmm

One path is toward life ssm smsesss smsnnn smnn And God says Choose life Don't
choose death mmmmm smmmm smmmmmmmm This makes me think of Someone | met last week
mmmumnnn smmmmnn How did this This is how this personusedto live smmmEn smmm
mmmm [t seemed that he had everything mmmmm Everything in terms of drugs And alcohol mmmm
smmmmmmmnn He had all sorts of Sexually immoral conduct ammsmeEs seEE®
EEEEEEEEEE smEEm | mean materially He was pretty well off ssm sessssns sunn
Hehadowned EmEEEES ENN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN BN EmEEEEEE Butas he was living in
these ways Like he didn't know really What he was living for smmmmmmm He divorced his wife
EEEEEEN EEEN EEEE mmmnm nmmmnnnn Obviously he was also going through a lot of
struggles from all of his addictions Be it to drugs alcohol or sex EEEEE EEEEN EmmEEEE But
one day he heard the gospel from a preacher ammssusnsn snnnnnnnn And as he started
to receive the teaching of the gospel His life started to change sssEEEs sesmmmmnE He
turned away from his entire previous lifestylc EmEEE EEEEEE EEEEEEEEN

And he even put a lot of effort into pursuing his wife back emmmmmmmmmmm After many more
struggleSsaummsmmn smmmnnn smmmmn As he turned to God He spent time in God's word
ssum smmnmnmmmmmn And now he spends a lot of his time actually sharing God's word with
others ammmmmmmm On typical Sunday He'll preach twicc EEEEEEEE ENEEEEE EEENEEEN
ssssnnn nnmmnmnnmnn And when he goes back to his old friends including some who are
gang members mm m smmmmmm They say You are a totally different person assssseennnn
He invites them over to his house

When they come over sm mmmmmmmm And they say There's a sense of peace in your home
mmmmm There's God in your house mmmmm This is what it means to turn back smmmm And it's
related to repenting EEE N EEEEEEEEEEEEEES EESSEEEEEEEN ENEEEEEE
smmmnnmnnnn [f we're living in sin We cannot be living with God who is holy
EEEEEEEEEEEEn snnnnnmmmmnnn And because we're sinners We very naturally live
sinful ivesmemssssmmmmmmnm Justlike these IsraeliiteSamEEEEEE EEEEEEEEN

[ 28: 55] They worship idols And then they were driven out of the promised land Emmmm
smmmmnmmmmm And our God He takes the initiative And He solves this problem
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO He sent His only Son into thisworld aesseeeeeeemnn T0
die for our sins on the cross smmmmmmm The magnitude of the sin Was born by Him
EEEEEEENEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEE EEEm nmmmmmw Onthe cross Jesus said My God, my
God Why have you forsaken me?

mmmmmnnE Thatis what God did smmmmmmmm We could not do that for ourselves
eesmmmmmmmmmmmmE And this is what it's talking aboutin verse 6 s e e m®
EEssEnn ennnnnnnnnmmmmnn And the Lord your God Will circumcise or get rid of what is
unclean In your heart and the heart of your offspring ESEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEN
ssmnm nmmnnmmmmnn The English uses the word circumcision directly Which is to have a
surgery on your heart ammmmmm mmmmm And only God can do this surgery
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE

Just like Dr. Strange He was once a brilliant doctor s e EEEEEN EEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE Emmmnnn Where many patients were
already declared dead on the operating room And he was able to understand what was the problem
And bring them back to life seeeesssssssssnn smmmnn But when Dr. Strange himself
When he became sick He could not heal himself EEEEEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEN
smmmmmmmm He needed to find an assistant He needed to have someone else Who could save
hisownheartnsseEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EmEEEEE He seemed so strong and so brilliant But
in light of his own mortality He could not save himself s EEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEN

Here we see that God did a surgery for US EEEEEE EEEEE EEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEN
EEEEEEEEE smmmmmEEEE nthe Old Testament Circumcision is a mark of a covenant
EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEE EEE3OEN
EEEEEEEN EEEEEER

In order that we may love the Lord our God The Lord our God with all our heart and all our soul
mnmmnn enmmmmmnn Our Lord Jesus Before he went to the cross smmmmmm One of his
disciples, John mmmmmm mmmmmm Said He declared | will definitely stay with you ssssssmmm
= mmmmnn But before the rooster crowed twice He had already denied Christ ammmmm
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEER

[ 34: 12] But after Christ rose from the dead Jesus Christ went and sought Peter out mm mmmm
And he asked him Do you love me mmmm Do you love me mmmm Doyoulove me ammmmmm
EEEEEEEEN EEEmmnnn nmmmmmm Godloved Peter so much That even when Peter betrayed
him And denied him God sought himout EEE S EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEE EEE And
Peter repented And Peter turned to Christ Turned back to Christ EE s S EEEE EEEEEEEEEEN
So today We also need to spend time Reflecting on Whatisoursn ammeesssmsmmn And
sometimes we need to remind one another I EEEEEEEN EEEEEN

And we need to turn back to God And turn back to God's word smmmmmmm And come back to the
presence of the living God msmmmmmmm Because verse 20 saysammmmmmm For he is your life
mmEEmmEEEE Jesus alsotellsus mmmmmmmm | am the way The truth and the life smmmm
smmmmmmmn Apart from me No one can come to the Father smmEn sEEEEEEEN EEEEEN
mmmmmm And this is what we must do As people We need to repent And turn to God And turn to
God's word mmmmmmmm Because He has the words of life Let's pray Let's pray ammss sasmm
Our loving heavenly Father

We thank you ssmmmmmmmmm Thank you that you are a God of such love saeEEEEEE®E
Even when we were still sinners smmmmmmmm You sent the Lord Jesus Christ mmmm To come to
earthmmmm Tosave usmmmmmmmmmEE To save us We were helpless sinners asmmmm
ssmmmmmnn And you continually speak your wordto us msmmmmmmm So that we can know you
EEEEEEEENEEN EEEEEEEEE mmmmmmnE And so we know how to put your words into our
hearts mmmmmmmm And also to speak your words to others s mmmmmnnsns smmmn [ ord we
pray that you would help us and those around us mmmmmmmm And to take this path of life that
you've given us mmm

Thank you Lord smmmmmmmmm |n the name of our Lord Jesus Christ we pray Amen Amen
Correct mm screens oud And always mm oud

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-05-21 11:36:02



